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Please pray each week for one of our Neches River Association  
Pastors/Churches. Following is the list for September.    

 
    

    

    

    

    

NRBA 

ANNUAL MEETING 

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

 

2:30 PM 

 

WEST SIDE BAPTIST 

CHURCH 

CROCKETT 

St Luke Pastor Larry Mouton Aug 28-Sept 3 

San Pedro Pastor Tommy Hutto Sept 4 - Sept 10 

New Scrub Creek Pastor Dudley Austin Sept 11 - Sept 17 

Shady Grove Pastor Terry Gibson Sept 18 - Sept 24  

Shady Grove 1st  Pastor Dr. Charles Lowrey Sept 25 - Oct 1 

It hardly seems possible but August is gone and school has started. People are 
settling back into the “routine of life.” I have been guilty of and have heard other pastor’s 
say, “I’ll be glad when we can get back to our routine.” As I have thought about this, my 
prayer has become, “Lord, don’t let us ever get settled into the routine of life.” Why am I 
praying this way? Because “the routine of life” leads to complacency and we all need to 
get on the cutting edge of ministry. So often we are guilty of settling for the good when 
God wants us to move on to becoming great! 

I hope that as this new school year begins that you will become intentional on 
not settling in for the routine of life and becoming complacent in your worship and your 
service. My prayer is that you will look at this time as a time of great opportunity to impact 
your ministry area with the gospel. We are in the life-change business! Let’s be busy as 
Jesus was, “about the Father’s business.” 

Let me remind you that this year’s NRBA Annual meeting is just around the 
corner. It will be the last Tuesday of September and will be held at Westside Baptist 
Church in Crockett, Texas. The program will start at 2:30pm. This will be a time of     
awesome reports, good music, great preaching, fine food, and wonderful fellowship with 
other churches in our association. I hope you will make every effort to come. This     
meeting is for pastors, staff, and ALL church members! 

Finally, this is the 5th of our articles on Church Revitalization:  
Revitalizing churches must approach outreach, new member assimila-

tion, and discipleship as a single seamless process.  A key question is, “How does 
our church move people from being an uninterested lost person to becoming a born-
again, growing, and multiplying disciple?”  Unfortunately, very few churches can answer 
that question with clarity and certainty.  Most churches have some broken and weak links 
in their Outreach-Assimilation-Discipleship chain.  
      Gaps at various points in the “O-A-D” process, however, can be devastating to a 
church.  For example, a church can have great programs and glorious worship  services 
but not see any numerical growth if people aren’t engaging lost and un-churched folks.   
(We will have much more to say about effective outreach and evangelism in next month’s 
article.)  Widespread apathy and spiritual immaturity among the members often betrays a 
weakness in the church’s “D.” 
    If a church does not give attention to assimilating new members, it may have guests 
almost every week, but it may not  see many people join the church or stick with the 
church more than a few weeks after becoming a member.  Gary McIntosh has written that 
a high-growth church will retain one out of every three or four first-time guests.  A       
moderately growing evangelical church retains one out of every six guests.  A declining 
church, however, will retain only one out of every twenty guests.   So, if, primarily due to a 
lack of outreach, a smaller church only gets a handful of guests each year and, primarily 
due to weak assimilation, it retains only one of twenty of these guests, it may take 
YEARS for it to hang on to a single new member or family.  Ouch! 
     Most declining churches mistakenly blame those who don’t join or stick around after 
they join for these problems.  They say things like, “If those people had been more    
committed or spiritually-minded they would have stayed.”  Many times, however, I have 
personally observed  people who dropped out or drifted away from one church become 
highly active members in another church that was just a little more intentional in moving 
people along in their spiritual journey. 
      There are many biblically valid ways churches can move people from spiritual      
lostness to maturity, but the process must work and it must have continuity. 
      For example, many declining churches are counting on their Sunday School classes 
to reach people, assimilate them, and disciple them.  Unfortunately, some Sunday School 
classes never do any outreach, which puts the weakest link right at the beginning of the 
chain. 
     Some classes very, very quickly (often in less than 18 months from launch) can     
become sociologically closed groups that have difficulty absorbing new people.  The 
“Rule of Sevens” developed by the church growth movement in the 1970s suggests that 
every new member needs to develop seven significant friendships within a seven week 
window of time in order to stick with a church. 
    If Sunday School classes do not relationally connect with new members, then they will 
probably drift away from the church within a matter of weeks.  Moreover, if new members 
only attend worship services and never join a Sunday School class, they may never really 
get plugged into the life of the church.  It is no wonder that a full 80 percent of the people 
who do not join a Sunday School class or small group will not be attending the church five 
years later. 
      Some classes have a level of Bible study that is way over the heads of many new 
members or use teaching methods that just aren’t well suited to discipling new Christians.   
Sadly, many devoted and respected teachers do not realize their well-intentioned     
methods may actually be driving new members away.   
    If a revitalizing church continues to count on the Sunday School for outreach,          
assimilation, and discipleship, it must address these problems.  In some cases, it may be 
easier for a church to implement a 12-week new member orientation class that meets 
during the Sunday School hour and that is focused on assimilation and discipleship than 
to fix all that’s broken in the Sunday School program.   The key is for the church to have a 
biblical and intentional O-A-D process and continually strengthen the weak links in the 
chain.   

                                                                          Awaiting the Shout, 

                                                                                      Brother Bill 

DIRECTORS THOUGHTS                                                            
TOGETHER WE CAN… 

Community wide revival 

 

Old lovelady gym 

September 11  -  14 

 

Jon randles, evangelist 

 

Sunday services:  11:00 am                              

                                       7 :00 pm 

Mon  -  wed   7:00 pm  

 

Everyone is invited ! 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2011 
 

  5  -  Labor Day  -  Office closed 
27 -  NRBA Annual meeting  
28 -  See You at the Pole  

 

                                                                    sEPTEMBER Birthdays 
       10  Mattie Spencer                                               29  Sharon Gray 
       20  Keeney Dickenson           30  Steve Meadows  
     28  Carl Standley 

                                                          sEPTEMBER Anniversaries 
                               5  Albert & Helen Harris 

         GIFTS FROM CHURCHES  

  

  

  

  
 

 
 

     

     

     

     

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCHES  
WITHOUT A PASTOR:  

 
Austonio 
Weldon  

Shady Grove   
FBC Lovelady 

Calvary, Crockett  
Dorcas Wills Memorial  

Latexo  

 

The Importance of Praise 
Taken from “31 Days of Praise” by Ruth Myers 

 
1) Through praise you can strengthen your faith. 
2) Through praise you can tune in God’s enriching 

presence. 
3) Through praise you can activate God’s power. 
4) Through praise you can profit more from your trials. 
5) Praise can help you experience Christ as your life. 
6) Praise can help you demonstrate God’s reality in a 

secular, materialistic society.  
7) Praise can help you overcome Satan and his crafty 

strategies.  
8) Through praise you can bring glory and pleasure to 

God.   

Pulpit Supply Phone # 
  Pulpit Supply Phone # 

Dee Black 936-594-9574  Don Burkhalter 936-594-7515 

Jim Turner 903-729-1529  Fred Lintelman 936- 687-4177 

Leroy Brown 936-594-6469  Thomas Potter 903-729-2387 

Don Mize 936-544-8298/544-9832  Charles Goodson 281-252-0347 

Paul Knight 936-222-5250  Willie Reagan 903-764-5986 

Archie Smith 936-707-1148  Jeffrey Conner 936-215-1187 

John Valenta 936-594-6934    

      

Music Supply Phone #   Music Supply Phone # 

Jeff & Carolyn Cuellar  936-594-2463  Delbert Salisbury 936-687-2163 

Randy & Betty Welborn 936-436-0046  Tom Dixon 936-642-2186 

Billy & Judy Seamans 936-594-6539/594-7331    

Welcome New Pastors 
 Mt. Vernon  -  Dr. Jerry Young 
FBC Grapeland  -  Todd Nivens   

Please remember to get your statistics sent to 
the office.  Help us  reach 100% participation. 
We need them no later than September 16.  
Thank you to those who have already       
completed their reports.  

 

SEE YOU AT THE POLE 
 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2011 
 
 
Student organized prayer for friends, fam-
ily,  teachers, and our nation that began in 
1990 with a small group of 10 students and 
now is world wide.  .   

    Jul-11 Yr to Date 

 CHURCHES  PASTORS   
1001 · Antioch  Jared Burt 0.00 878.55 

1002 · Apple Springs  J. Lindsey Nimmons 108.33 1,510.18 

1003 · Austonio  Harold Shirley PT  0.00 1,238.82 

1004 · Bible Believers  Tracy Henderson IP 100.00 400.00 

1005 · Calvary Nogalus  James Whittlesey 0.00 2,688.01 

1006 · Calvary Trinity  Dr. Randy Lowe 400.00 3,172.05 

1007 · Carlisle  Dwain Pollard   161.05 1,394.26 

1008 · Central  John Goss 341.14 3,037.22 

1009 · Dorcas Will Memorial  Pastorless 312.73 2,681.08 

1010 · Faith  Kyle Coston 175.00 625.00 

1011 · Family of God  Slim Evans 0.00 288.00 

1012 · FBC Crockett  Keeney Dickenson 2,128.59 13,190.38 

1013 · FBC Friday  Albert Harris 0.00 0.00 

1014 · FBC Glendale  Roye Blackmon  50.00 475.00 

1015 · FBC Grapeland  Pastorless  0.00 5,173.98 

1016 · FBC Groveton  Lewis Jones 887.84 5,553.03 

1017 · FBC Kennard  Jim Durham 0.00 700.00 

1018 · FBC Lovelady  Pastorless 288.87 2,310.96 

1019 · Georgia Camp  Rex Harrell  25.00 200.00 

1020 · Lake  Bill Martin 24.66 213.53 

1021 · Lakeway, Carlisle  Marvin Martin 0.00 88.77 

1022 · Latexo  Dr. Jeff Taylor 609.26 1,946.39 

1023 · Mt. Vernon  Pastorless 135.00 286.58 

1024 · Oak Grove  Dennis Morgan 72.46 732.58 

1025 · Oaklawn  Lester McAdams 300.00 2,400.00 

1026 · Open Door Mission  Davis Thornton 73.14 424.76 

1027 · Pearson Chapel  James Gunnels 26.10 247.77 

1028 · Pleasant Grove  Kenneth Myers 140.85 1,212.95 

1029 · Porter Springs  Carl Standley 193.21 2,166.04 

1030 · Primera Iglesia Bautista  Pablo Palma 35.00 245.00 

1031 · Ratcliff  Dr. Bob Lacey  143.14 1,119.11 

1032 · St. Lukes  Larry Mouton 25.00 200.00 

1033 · San Pedro  Tommy Hutto 0.00 1,940.69 

1034   New Scrub Creek  Dudley Austin 225.00 455.00 

1035 · Shady Grove  Terry Gibson IP 78.78 550.44 

1036 · Shady Grove 1st  Dr. Charles Lowery 44.49 357.96 

1037 · Trinity Pines  Mark Gray 0.00 980.67 

1038 · Weldon  Pastorless 57.00 835.00 

1039 · West Side  Steve Meadows 346.97 1,794.38 

1040 · Zion Hill  Dee Queen 195.75 870.50 

1041 · Groveton Hispanic Mission  Oscar Campos 13.11 108.70 

1042 · New Pleasant Grove  Winston Spencer 0.00 700.00 

1043 · Iglesia Bautista Jesucristo  Oscar Campos 0.00 0.00 

1044 · Truly God's Country Cowboy Gene Kellum 25.00 200.00 

1045 · Ho. County Cowboy Church  Will Yates 0.00 881.51 

1046 · Grapeland Baptist  Charles Pyle 102.00 474.74 

1047   21 Fellowship  Dr. Simon Goncharenko  0.00 336.00 

1048  Calvary, Crockett  Pastorless 0.00 193.16 

1099 · Association Meeting Offering  0.00 0.00 

   Total 7,844.47 67,478.75 

* Church numbers are for bookkeeping purposes only !  


